
In	the	early	days	of	the	PTRA	program	(1980’s	and	early	1990’s)	resource	materials,	
known	as	workshop	manuals,	were	produced	for	active	PTRAs	to	use	in	presenting	
workshops.		These	manuals	were	available	for	purchase	through	the	PTRA	director,	
copies	were	made	as	necessary	and	all	expenses	were	dealt	with	through	the	PTRA	
funds,	including	any	profit	from	sales.	
	
In	1992	PTRA	director	Jim	Nelson	met	with	AAPT	Executive	Officer	Bernie	Khoury	
to	request	that	a	portion	of	the	sale	of	PTRA	published	materials	be	deposited	in	the	
AAPT/PTRA	Continuation	Fund.		The	result	of	that	meeting	was	an	agreement	that	
$5	per	copy	sold	policy	be	established	and	was	put	in	place.		The	first	PTRA	manuals,	
Teaching	About	DC	Circuits	and	Teaching	About	Electrostatics,	were	reviewed	by	the	
publication	committee	and	approved	for	publication,	since	then	there	has	been	a	
long	list	of	publications	(see	below).		The	agreement	was	that	the	transfer	of	funds	
would	be	automatic	upon	sale	of	any	books.		This	arrangement	was	made	in	order	to	
be	able	to	provide	some	sustainability	for	the	PTRA	program	as	encouraged	by	the	
various	NSF	grants	that	supported	the	program	for	over	25	years.		A	list	of	current	
PTRA	resources	is	included	at	the	end	of	this	document	and	those	listed	as	
“Published”	are	those	that	fell	under	the	aforementioned	agreement.		The	others	
have	traditionally	been	available	directly	through	the	PTRA	director	as	unpublished	
resources	with	distribution	done	through	the	PTRA	director.		Since	the	“Published”	
resources	have	been	developed	through	extensive	review	and	editing	they	are	
clearly	more	valuable	and	popular	than	any	of	the	unpublished	resources.	
	
At	least	since	2011	there	have	not	been	any	deposits	to	the	PTRA	Continuation	Fund	
from	sale	of	any	of	these	resources,	yet	there	is	documentation	that	there	have	been	
sales	of	these	materials	during	that	time.	
	
This	document	is	a	formal	request	for	reimbursement	of	all	funds	resulting	from	
sales	of	these	materials/resources	that	has	not	been	previously	deposited	(i.e.	
somewhere	between	2010	through	2015)	to	be	transferred	into	the	PTRA	
Continuation	Fund.		It	is	also	a	formal	request	to	have	similar	funds	deposited	into	
the	PTRA	Continuation	Fund	for	all	future	sales	of	these	resources.		The	AAPT	Store	
also	markets	“PTRA	Downloadable	Lesson	Plans”	which	were	also	created	to	
support	the	PTRA	program,	this	will	also	serve	as	a	request	to	have	$1	deposited	in	
the	PTRA	Continuation	Fund	for	each	PTRA	Lesson	Plan	sold	by	the	Physics	Store.		
	
Thank	you	for	supporting	physics	teachers	in	AAPT	and	throughout	the	United	
States	by	supporting	the	PTRA	efforts.	
	
Sincerely,	
Pat	Callahan,	Chair	of	Oversight	Committee	
Karen	Jo	Matsler,	PTRA	Director	
	

Status within PTRA Master Collection 
Readable electronic copy available. 
Unknown/Missing 

 



 
Title of Book Year Author(s) Status 

Teaching about DC Circuits  1992 Earl Feltyberger PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Electrostatics  1992 Bob Morse PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Kinematics 1992 Carl Duzen Discontinued 
Role of Demonstrations 1992 Dick Heckathorne Discontinued 
Role of the Laboratory 1992 Jim Nelson PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Teaching about Astronomy 1993 Ann Young Draft 
Teaching about Dynamics 1993 Maxine Willis Discontinued 
Teaching Lightwave 
Communication  1993 Mark Davids PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 

Teaching about Magnetism 1993 Bob Reiland PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Waves & Sound 1993 Tom Ford Discontinued 

Role Graphing Calculator (TI-82) 1994 Cherie Lehman PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Color & Vision 1994 Bill Franklin PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Elementary 
Particles 1994 Andy Erzberger Discontinued 

Teaching about Quantitative 
Reasoning 1994 Cliff Swartz Draft 

Role of Women & Minorities in 
Physics 1994 Judith Parker Discontinued 

Role of Lasers in Teaching Physics 1995 Harry Rheam Draft 
Teaching about Newton’s Third 
Law 1995 Maxine Willis Discontinued 

Physics of Toys 1995 Jodi McCullough PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Teaching about Cosmology 1995 Larry Krause PUBLISHED BY 
AAPT 

Physics in Mathematics Curriculum 1995 Art Fortgang Discontinued 
Role of Calculator Based 
Laboratory 1995 Linda Antione Discontinued 

Teaching about Digital Electronics 1996 Herman Keith Draft 
Teaching about Geometric Optics 1996 Jane Nelson Draft 
Teaching about Fluids 1997 Ronald Cefelo Draft 
Role Graphing Calculator (TI-83) 1997 Cherie Lehman PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Teaching about Simple Machines 1997 Joe Desrosiers Draft 
Active Physics 1997 Marilyn Decker Discontinued 
Teaching about Radioactivity 1997 Wayne Snyder Draft 
Active Learning 1997 Mano Singham Draft 



Title of Book Year Author(s) Status 
Teaching about Global Positioning 
System 1998 Larry Chew Draft 

Make & Take1 1998 George Amann Pat 
Callahan Draft 

Role of Medicine in Teaching 
Physics 1988 Karen Bouffard Discontinued 

Teaching about Music & Sound 1988 “Trina” Cannon Draft 
Teaching about States of Matter 1988 Ron Cefalo Draft 
Role of Web Pages 1988 Cathy Ezrailson Discontinued 
Teaching about Momentum & 
Impulse 1999 Bill Franklin PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 

Teaching about Chemistry & 
Physics 1999 Tom Maccarone Discontinued 

Role of Demonstrations 1999 Marsha Hobbs Draft 
Role of C3P 2000 Jan Mader Draft 
Role of Ripple Tank 2000 Jane Nelson Draft 
Teaching about Newton’s Laws 2000 Bob Morse PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Simulation and Conceptual 
Understanding 2001 Roy McCullough Draft 

TI-Update 2001 Charles Reno Discontinued 
OP Color & Vision 2001 Gene Easter Draft 
Role of Graphical Analysis 2002 Rex Rice Draft 
Teaching about Physics of Sports 2002 Barney Ricca Draft 
Role of Amusement Park Physics 2002 Clarence Bakken Discontinued 
Role of Exploratories & Practicums 2002 George Amann PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Role of Epistemology of Physics 2002 Ron Newburgh Discontinued 
Teaching about Energy 2003 John Roeder PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Teaching about Waves in 1D 
(Revision) 2003 Karen Bouffard Discontinued 

Role of TI-83 (Revision) 2003 Charles Reno Draft 
Teaching about Kinematics 2003 Jane Nelson PUBLISHED BY 

AAPT 
Teaching about Gravity 2004 George Amann Draft 
CASTLE (PTRA Supplement) 2005 Karen Jo Matsler Draft 
Role of Inquire 2005 Karen Jo Matsler Draft 

Waves in One Dimension 2007 Jan Mader & Jane 
Nelson Draft 

Force Supplement 2007 Jane Nelson Draft 
Momentum Supplement 2008 Jane Nelson Draft 
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Title of Book Year Author(s) Status 

Teaching Physics for the First Time 2008 Jan Mader & Mary 
Winn Published by AAPT 

Teaching about Radioactivity 2009 Alice Flarend Draft 
Teaching about Magnets & 
Magnetism 2010 Jane Nelson Published by AAPT 

Electromagnetic Spectrum: 
Window to the Universe 2006 Pat Callahan & Dave 

McCachren Draft 

	
	


